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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  LYMM 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

mmm  o  ,  o  ^  o  —  n  a  _  n  ^  n  ,  a  m  «  __  n  , . .  o  -  -  o  , , ,  o  . .  ,  o  ^  o  _  o  — — 
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Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district 
during  1955* 

The  vital  statistics  shov/  a  slight  increase  in 
the  "birth  rate  and  a  marked  fall  in  the  death  rate  as 
compared  with  1954?  with  a  natural  increase  of  34  in  the 
population.  Thanks  to  further  development  in  the 
district  the  total  increase  in  population  is  140.  Only 
one  infantile  death  occurred  during  the  year.  One  third 
of  all  the  deaths  were  due  to  heart  disease  and  almost 
a  quarter  to  cancer. 

Only  eleven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  "but  it  is  difficult  to  "believe 
that  no  more  cases  occurred,  especially  when  three  of 
the  notifications  referred  to  tuberculosis. 

For  some  time  the  officials  of  the  health  depart¬ 
ment  have  expressed  anxiety  about  the  sewage  disposal, 
having  regard  to  the  serious  overloading  of  the  existing 
sewage  farms.  During  the  year  preliminary  steps  were 
taken  in  connection  with  the  planning  of  a  modern  sewage 
works,  which,  when  it  is  built  will  give  adequate  facilities 
for  thorough  treatment  of  the  sewage,  even  if  there  is  some 
further  increase  in  population.  Great  improvement  has 
also  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  for  refuse  disposal. 

Pull  use  has  been  made  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  services  provided  in  the  district,  which  have 
proved  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  area. 
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In  concluding  this  introductory  letter  I 
would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  colleagues, 
especially  to  Mr.  Sucksmith,  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  their  considerable  assistance  throughout  the  year, 
and  finally  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  thank  you, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  and  Sewage  Farms  Committee 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for  your  support 
and  your  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TELFORD  BURN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS# 


A^Cci  DOC  0  9  0  000  COO  COD  coo  ooo  o  o  o  ooo 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1955) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  . ..  ...  ...  ... 
Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons 

per  house)  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Value  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ... 


ooo 

ooo 

•  o  o 


ooo  ooo 


ooo 

ooo 


4*242  acres 
6,  64O 
2,223 

2  QQ 

£56,833 

£1  63 


Lymm  is  a  pleasant  residential  and  agricultural  district 
situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  about 
4  miles  east  of  Warrington.  The  only  heavy  industries  are 

concrete  works  and  salt  works,  and  consequently  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  outside  the  district  mostly 
in  Warrington  or  Altrincham. 

Because  of  the  agricultural  nature  of  the  district 
there  are  plenty  of  open  spaces,  including  two  which  are  open 
to  the  public,  namely;  the  Ridgway/Grundy  Memorial  grounds, 
which  were  bequeathed  to  the  Council,  and  the  Dam.  This 
latter  is  a  large  expanse  of  water,  well  stocked  with  fish 
and  surrounded  by  pleasant  walks,  which  are  an  attraction 
to  people  from  surrounding  areas  as  well  as  from  the  district 
itself.  Unfortunately  vandalism  and  litter  tend  to  spoil 
this  otherwise  delightful  area. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 


Live  births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

...  o3 

48 

101 

Illegitimate  . .  ...  ... 

...  3 

5 

8 

TO"tS.!l.  0  0  9  CCD  CCD  OOO 

...  36 

53 

109 

Still  Births  (All  legitimate)  2 

1 

3 

Live  Births  rate  per  1,000 

population 

(crude) 

1  6.4 

(corrected)  16.0 

Birth  rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

14.1 

Deaths  Males  45 

Females 

30  Total 

75 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ('crude)  11.3 

(corrected)  10.3 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.1 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  yr)  1 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  associated 

live  births)  9*9 
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There  has  "been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  births  as  compared  with  last  year  and  the  birth 
rate  is  the  highest  since  1948*  For  more  accurate 
comparison  with  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

I  have  shown  the  corrected  rate  which  takes  into  account 
the  proportion  of  women  of  child  bearing  age  in  the 
district  as  compared  with  the  proportion  of  such  women  in 
the  whole  country. 

There  were  three  still  births  and  one  child  died 
soon  after  birth  from  a  condition  which  in  the  present 
state  of  medical  knowledge  could  not  have  been  prevented. 
These  four  deaths  can  be  classified  as  peri-natal  deaths 
and  the  rate  of  35*5  per  thousand  births  compares  very 
favourably  with  last  years  figure  of  82  per  thousand. 

This  gives  a  much  more  accurate  picture  of  the  waste  of 
infant  life  than  does  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
9.9  per  thousand.  As  I  mentioned  in  last  years  report 
a  great  deal  of  research  is  being  aimed  at  preventing  this 
wastage,  most  of  which  results  from  prematurity* 

There  was  a  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths 
as  compared  with  last  year  (73  compared  with  99).  ^t  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  average  age  at  death  of  men 
was  68  and  of  women  74  years,  but  the  number  of  both  men 
and  women  dying  at  ages  of  70  years  and  over  was  identical. 
The  number  of  men  dying  before  reaching  retiring  age  is 
a  serious  trend  as  it  removes  the  breadwinner  from  the 
family.  No  fewer  than  six  men  died  from  cancer  of  the 
lung,  four  of  them  under  65  years  of  age,  while  five  men 
of  similar  ages  died  from  coronary  thrombosis. 

The  death  rate  when  corrected  to  allow  for  the 
proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  community  is  below  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 

I  have  prepared  two  tables,  one  showing  the  birth 
and  death  rates  for  the  district  during  the  past  ten  years 
and  the  second  the  age  and  cause  of  death  by  sexes  during 
1955. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
for  the  past  10  years  in  Lymm  U.D • 


Birth 
Rates 

Death 
Rates 

Inf. 

Mort.  94.4  61.0  61  ,9  9.9 

Rates 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE Sc 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

12.71 

1  6.2 

13.5 

13.2 

1  6.0 

1  6.4 

13.2 

13.4 

10.5 

C\J 

• 

V* 

15.2 

11.4 

49.0 

29.0 

11.5 

11.9 

28.0 

9.9 

1946 

1947 

17.6 

21  .3 

11.7 

13.5 

1 948  1 949 
17.8  16.05 

11.0  12.15 


There  were  only  11  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  of  which  4  were  Scarlet  Fever,  3  Tuberculosis, 

1  Dysentery,  2  Pneumonia  and  1  Erysipelas, 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  three  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  period  one  of  which  was  pulmonary  and  two  non- 
pulmonary.  38  persons  remained  on  the  register  of  Tuberculosis 
patients  at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  forty  a  year 
ago,  of  these  thirty-one  were  respiratory  cases  and  seven  non- 
respiratory. 


HOUSING 


There  were  no  Council  Houses  completed  or  started 
during  the  year,  hut  private  enterprise  constructed  79  houses 
of  which  the  hulk  were  completed  in  the  Statham  Ward. 

Reference  to  the  General  Statistics  in  the  front  of 
the  report  will  show  that  the  size  of  household  (average  number 
of  persons  per  house)  continues  to  decrease.  During  the  last 
five  years  it  has  dropped  from  3.17  to  2,99  which  would 
indicate  that  future  building  should  be  of  a  smaller  type  house. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Survey  was  completed  which 
showed  that  of  the  2,223  houses  in  the  area,  26l  were  sub¬ 
standard  and  suitable  only  for  demolition. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
FOR  THE  AREA 


LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES* 

These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council, 
and  are  enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this 
Report. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital  and  the  Altrincham  General 
Hospital,  while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  Hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A.  collection 
service  is  available,  specimens  being  left  at  the  Council 
Offices,  whence  they  are  taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked 
up  by  the  Laboratory  each  afternoon. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  which  is  of  a  hard  nature  contains  18 
degrees  of  temporary  hardness  and  1 6  degrees  of  permanent 
hardness,  is  provided  by  the  Waterworks  which  is  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Council.  There  is  a  steady  and  abundant 
supply. 

The  water  for  the  area  was. sampled  regularly,  the 
following  samples  being  taken: - 

Sulzer  Pump  -  4 

Turbine  Pump  -  7 

Drysdale  Pump  -  3 

One  tap  in  The  Village 
One  tap  in  Crouchley  Lane 

The  whole  of  the  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Chlorination  is  continued  to  all  water  as  it  leaves 
the  pumps  and  before  entering  the  service  pipes. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES o 


The  work  of  keeping  the  conveniences  in  a  clean 
condition  is  not  made  easy  owing  to  certain  irresponsible 
members  of  the  public  who  ill-use  the  service  provided  to 
the  detriment  of  the  building  and  the  disadvantage  of 
subsequent  users. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

Complaints  received  from  householders  in  the  area 
caused  the  service  of  22  Preliminary  Notices  and  11 
Statutory  Notices*  In  all  cases  the  work  was  completed, 
but  unfortunately  the  tendancy  to  spend  money  on  repairs 
only  when  absolutely  necessary  still  persists,  which  of 
course  is  causing  a  more  rapid  deterioration  than  need  be, 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in  the 
district  is  unchanged  from  last  year,  but  steps  are  being 
taken  to  alleviate  the  overcrowding  by  new  building. 

Work  has  already  commenced  on  extensions  to  Oughtrington 
Hall  for  the  Grammar  School,  which  will  enable  all  the 
students  to  be  concentrated  in  one  building,  leaving  the 
old  Grammar  School  buildings  available  for  the  use  of 
pupils  in  other  schools. 

POOD  HYGIENE. 

Cleanliness  in  food  handling  continues  to  improve 
generally  through  education  of  both  shop  keepers  and  the 
public  of  the  necessity  of  clean  habits.  During  the  year 
visits  to  food  premises  were  carried  out  which  resulted  in 
two  warnings  which  required  no  legal  action, 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Private  dwellings  are  given  free  service  for  the 
eradication  of  rats  and  mice,  whilst  business  premises 
are  charged  cost  of  labour  and  materials,  with  a  small 
charge  added  for  overhead  expenses.  The  refuse  tip  and 
sev/age  farms  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council  are 
periodically  inspected  and  treated  if  found  to  be  necessary. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  any  treatment  of  the  sewers 
during  the  year  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  which  has  to 
be  borrowed  from  the  Surveyor* s  Department. 
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ICE-CREAM. 


During  the  year  two  more  premises  were  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  Only  one  of  the  total  of  21 
premises  sells  loose  ice-cream,  the  remainder  selling 
pre-packed, 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 


There  has  been  serious  overloading  of  the  existing 

sewage  farms  at  Statham  and  Sow  Brook  where  the  irrigation 

method  of  purification  is  practised,  as  a  result  of  the 

expansion  of  the  “built  up  areas  of  the  district.  The 

situation  has  been  aggravated  by  shortage  of  labour  on 

the  farms,  and  unsatisfactory  effluents  have  been  reported 

from  time  to  time, 

* 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  preliminary  steps 
to  decide  on  the  best  location  for  an  up-to-date  sewage 
works  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  whole  of  the 
district.  Difficulties  arising  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  ultimate  development  of 
the  area  have  caused  unavoidable  delays  in  the  final 
preparation  of  the  scheme. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Hie  whole  of  the  area  other  than  isolated  houses 
are  on  water  carriage  system,  there  only  remaining  37  houses 
where  pail  closets  are  in  use,  the  bulk  of  which  are  emptied 
by  the  refuse  department.  In  some  instances  the  house¬ 
holders  themselves  dispose  of  the  contents  of  the  pails, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyors 
Department.  There  is  a  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse 
which  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  in  part  of  the 
Ridgway/ Grundy  Memorial  Park. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  summer  there  was  a 
recurrence  of  the  infestation  with  crickets  which  had 
occurred  a  year  previously  and  the  whole  area  of  the  tip 
was  sprayed,  then  covered  with  soil  and  strictly  controlled 
tipping  instituted.  The  infestation  was  soon  under 
control  and  there  has  been  no  trouble  since. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  area  decreased,  the  figure  being  as  shown  below:- 


Beasts  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


42 


11 


220 


29 


There  was  a  100^  inspection  of  all  notified  cases 
of  slaughter,  which  resulted  in  detention  of  the  under¬ 
mentioned  meat  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: - 


Beasts'  Lungs  ...  .  .. 

Beasts'  Liver  .  8.  ... 
Beasts  Head  8  •  .  coo 

Beasts'  Whole  Carcase 
Part  Beasts  Liver 
Pigs'  Kidneys  .  ..  888 

Pigs'  Heart  coo  ... 

Pigs '  Lungs  .«e  o  0  c 

Pigs  Head  . .  . .  .  .  . . 


o  o  o 


coo 


5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 


The  detained  meat  and  offal  was  collected  and 
disposed  of  for  conversion  to  fertiliser. 


OTHER  POODS. 

Upon  examination  the  following  foodstuffs  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered:- 


Tinned  Meat  .  . . 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

0  0  C 

13 

tins 

Fruit  ...  .  o « 

ooo 

ooo 

coo 

•  o  0 

36 

tt 

Milk  c . o  o . o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

•  0  0 

8 

It 

Salmon  ...  ... 

ooo 

0  0  0 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

tin 

Tomatoes 

coo 

ooo 

ooo 

coo 

9 

tins 

Lobsters  Tails 

ooo 

0  0  0 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

tin 

Stewed  Steak. . . 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

9 

tins 

Peas  o  o  o  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

16 

II 

Beans  c . .  .  .  0 

ooo 

ooo 

0  C  0 

ooo 

2 

II 

Vegetable  Salad 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

tin 

Cheese  o  0 »  0 .  . 

ooo 

0  C  0 

ooo 

ooo 

30 

lbs 

Frozen  Kidneys 

ooo 

ooo 

o  o  o 

coo 

43 

It 

Macaroni 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

tin 

Strained  Food 

ooo 

coo 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

tins 

Carrots. 

ooo 

OOO 

o  c  o 

ooo 

2 

(1 

Bacon  • o  #  . . . 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

8 

lbs 

Beef  «  o .  ooo 

coo 

Ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

25 

II 

L  amb  .  8  8  o . © 

0  •  0 

OOO 

Coo 

ooo 

15 

II 

Cooked  Ham 

coo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

15 

II 

Stoned  Raisins 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

3 

II 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard  (Chief  Inspector, 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council),  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District 
during  1955;  I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It 
is  as  follows 

No.  Not  up  to  standard 


Aspirin  B.P. ,  1 
Coffee  and  Chicory  1 
Pish  Paste  1 
Jolly  2 
Lemon  Cheese  1 
Linctus.  G-eefs  B.P.C.  1 
Milk  10 
Raisins.  Chocolate  1 
Sauce  1 


Yeast  Tablets.  Brewer !s  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILD INC 

INSPECTOR'S  VISITS 


o  ©  © 


•  © 


o  •  • 


coo 


coo 


Water  Supply 
Drainage. . . 

Licensed  Premises 
Outworkers 
Factories 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

' _ )  —  O  S  .0.  ...  OOO  ...  000  0.0 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ... 

Visits  for  Purposes  of  Building  Inspc 

Visits  to  Council  Properties  ... 
Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ... 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  . . 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ... 


OOO 

CO® 

©  e  • 

ooo 

ooo 

ction 

•  06 

Acts 

ooo 

COO 

ooo 

o  o  • 

o  o  c 

ooo 

0  0  0 


o  o  • 

ooo 

0  0  0 

ooo 

ooo 

o  o  • 

0  0® 

ooo 

•  00 

•  o  o 

0  0© 

•  ©  0 

0  c  o 

CO© 

©  0  • 

•  o  o 

0  0  O 


7 

82 

6 

4 

9 

1 

34 

49 

9 

31 

330 

816 

68 

120 

21 

26 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Inquiries  in  casesof  Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  re  Disinfection  . .  . ®. 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 
Butchers®  ••  « <>  ®  e««  ®  ®  • 

Grocers  ooo  o  ©  ©  ©  ©  o  ooo  ®cc 

Pood  Preparing  Premises 
Restaurants  ®®®  ®  o  ©  ®o®  ®  ©  « 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ®». 

Visits  for  Meat  Inspection  eoe 

Visits  to  other  premises  ®.« 


0  c  o 

ooo 

•  o  o 

ooo 


©  •  o 

ooo 

ooo 


©  4 

0  < 
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REPORT  OR  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES,  PROVIDED  BY 
CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  LYMM. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 


A  clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Centre ,  Eagle  Brow,  The  clinic  has 
Been  conducted  during  the  year  by  Dr,  Hughes  and  Dr, 
Sissons,  assisted  Ly  the  Health  Visitor, 

Attendances  at  this  clinic  have  increased  as 
compared  with  last  year,  mainly  "by  reason  of  the  greater 
number  of  births  and  the  figures  for  the  year  were  - 


New  Cases  -  127 

Doctors 

Consultations 

-640 

Total  attendances 

0-1  year  1  - 

2  years 

2 

-  5  years 

Total 

1525 

436 

454 

2415 

Members  of  the  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  have 
rendered  invaluable  assistance  at  the  Centre,  registering 
and  weighing  the  children,  and  handling  the  sales  of 
proprietory  welfare  foods  and  the  thanks  of  the  Divisional 
Committee  are  extended  to  these  ladies. 

The  distribution  of  Ministry  of  Food  Welfare  Foods 
has  been  carried  out  at  the  Centre  by  members  of  the  W,V,  S, 
who  are  also  thanked  for  their  work.  Further  distribution 
of  these  foods  has  taken  place  at  the  offices  of  the 
Urban  District  Council,  where  the  staff  act  on  an  Agency 
basis,. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE . 

There  is  one  midwife  at  Lyrnm,  who  comes  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  She  is 
housed  in  a  flat  leased  by  the  Urban  District  Council  to 
the  County  Health  Department  and  during  the  year  has 
attended  46  domiciliary  cases,  42  as  midwife  in  sole  charge 
of  the  case  and  4  as  maternity  nurse  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  practitioner. 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  Health  Visitor  lives  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
and  comes  under  the  professional  control  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  Most  of  her  work  i.s  connected  with 
infant  health,  hut  she  also  visits  elderly  people, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Home  Help  Service, 
and  tuberculous  and  other  sick  persons  who  have  recently 
been  discharged  from  hospital  and  require  assistance  from 
the  Divisional  Health  Services.  She  also  attends  the 
school  clinics  and  visits  children  in  their  homes. 

HOME  NURSING. 

The  home  nurse  lives  in  a  house  owned  by  the 
County  Council  and  is  available  to  general  practitioners 
to  assist  by  giving  nursing  care  to  bedfast  patients  and 
others  requiring  nursing  care.  She  paid  a  total  of  4? 509 
calls  on  275  patients  during  the  year. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Protection  against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  is  provided  by  the  vaccination  and 
immunisation  services.  The  general  level  of  protection 
in  the  district  is  fairly  good,  but  could  be  better. 

Diphtheria  and  smallpox  have  almost  been  stamped 
out  in  this  country  by  the  high  level  of  immunisation,  but 
if  the  proportion  of  unprotected  persons  is  allowed  to 
rise,  these  diseases  may  well  recur. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  total  mileage  covered  by  Divisional  ambulances 
and  sitting  case  cars  during  the  year  was  85? 077,  of 
which  about  7,000  was  done  for  other  divisions  or 
neighbouring  authorities.  In  return  over  12,000  miles 
was  travelled  by  other  vehicles  carrying  Divisional 
patients,  the  total  mileage  debited  to  the  Division 
being  90,492,  an  increase  of  over  5,000  on  last  year. 

So  far  as  Lymm  patients  were  concerned,  962  patients 
were  carried  a  total  of  12,750  miles,  almost  the  same 
as  last  year.  Most  of  this  transport  was  done  by  the 
Altrincham  Divisional  Ambulances  and  the  Hospital  Car 
Service,  members  resident  in  Lymm. 
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The  detailed  figures  are:- 

Divisional  Ambulance  Service 
Altrincham  " 

Warrington  C.B.  n  t! 

Hospital  Car  Service 

Totals 


Patients 

Journeys 

Miles 

3 

3 

273 

450 

314 

6,  645 

139 

135 

1,798 

370 

203 

4,034 

962 

655 

12,750 

PREVENTION  OP  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

The  services  provided  under  this  category  can  be 
divided  into  those  dealing  with  tuberculosis,  and  those 
for  other  conditions. 

So  far  as  tuberculosis  is  concerned  the  services 
include  regular  visiting  of  the  homes  of  tuberculous 
persons  by  health  visitors,  contact  tracing  and  follow 
up,  the  provision  of  sputum  flasks  and  other  necessary 
requisites*  In  addition  vaccination  with  B.C.G.,  is 
offered  to  contacts  of  known  cases  and  to  school  leavers. 
Most  of  the  contacts  are  dealt  with  by  the  Chest  Physicians 
but,  children  aged  13  years  were  vaccinated  at  the 
Grammar  School  and  the  C0E,  School,  The  register  of 
tuberculous  persons  was  reduced  by  two  during  the  year. 


Males  Females 


Pulm. 

Non-Pulrru 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Total 

On  register  on  1  , 1  ,1 955 « 

17 

4 

16 

3 

40 

Added  to  register 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Removed  from  register 
Remaining  on  register  on 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

31-12.1955. 

16 

4 

15 

3 

38 

Other  services  which  are  provided  under  this  heading 
include  the  loan  of  nursing  requisites  such  as  bed  pans, 
urinals,  air  and  water  beds  for  those  confined  to  bed,  and 
theprovision  of  occupational  therapy  for  those  who  are 
housebound  as  a  result  of  chronic  illness.  Convalescent 
treatment  is  also  arranged,  and  where  necessary  contributions 
to  the  cost  are  made  by  the  Divisional  Committee, 
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DOMESTIC  HELP, 

Many  cases  have  had  domestic  helps  during  the 
year.  These  are  provided  when  available,  on  a  full 
time  basis  in  confinement  cases  and  in  serious  illness, 
and  on  a  part  time  basis  to  assist  elderly  persons  and  other 
sick  persons  who  are  able  to  do  some  housework  but  cannot 
cope  unaided. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  other  staff  make  every 
effort  to  educate  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and 
others,  including  school  children  in  the  prevention  of 
illness  and  the  promotion  of  health.  Posters  have 
been  displayed  at  clinics,  and  other  visual  aids  used. 
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